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Summary

The goal of the study is to evaluate the effectiveness of an intervention
program, which includes a set of communal and educational activities
aimed at protecting young female students against violence in their
families, schools, and streets. The program consisted of two sub
programs, the first intervention targeted the students themselves; “I
Protect Myself”, while the other addressed the students’ families and
schools, “My Community Protects Me”. By using a semi experimental
methodology, four UNRWA schools in “Al Nuzha” area in Amman were
selected, followed by creating a 1000- student random sample from
grades 7, 8, and 9. The sample was distributed using the purposive
method on 4 groups whereby: In the first school “I Protect Myself”
intervention was applied, in the second school “My Community
Protects Me” intervention was applied, while in the third school both
interventions were applied, and the fourth was used as a control group
where no interventions were applied. Pre-test tools were developed to
collect data on domestic, school, and community violence from the girls,
their families, teachers, and mentors. After the implementation of the
protection program in the participating schools, a direct post-test was
conducted using the same tools of the pre-test. Nine months later, the
post- test was implemented once more on the students' sample. The
evaluation results showed that there were some statistically significant
differences between the mean values before and after the interventions
in the three experimental schools, and some statistically significant
differences between the experimental schools and the control school.

The results indicated that the academic achievement of the students
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improved, and their self-awareness and confidence, and the awareness
of their families about their problems also increased, in addition to
the feeling of being secure in their homes and schools. In contrast, the
program did not succeed in providing effective preventive strategies
to eliminate the problem of verbal violence and the harassment that
students face on their way from home to school, and vice versa. The
study concluded by recommending a set of practical recommendations,
which would contribute to the development of programs to combat
violence against young girls, whether at home, school, or on the street.

Key words: Violence prevention, Children, Female pupils, Palestinian

refugees, Program evaluation, UNRWA schools, Jordan.
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